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Cultural Heritage

= Cultural Heritage of India, one of the world’s oldest civilizations, is
inherited from tangible and intangible heritage assefs.

= [T is an all-embracing confluence of religions, traditions and customes.

= The richness of Indian art, architecture, classical dance, music, flora,
and wildlife, as well as the ingrained secular mindset of its people, are
the highlights of Indian heritage.

= A trip to a historic site is like taking a stroll through history, with each
dynasty that governed Indian lands marking a new turn in the road.

= Everything from Indian handiwork’'s elegance to the depth of its silk
and coftton fabrics to its ethnic jewelry has been passed down through
the generations as a heritage.

= Every Indian state has its own distinct cuisine, which is a legacy and a
component of Indian culture.



Intangible Cultural Heritage

- Infangible Cultural Heritage® indicates ‘the practices,
representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the
instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated
fherewith — that communities, groups and, in some cases,
individuals recognize as part of their Culiural Heritage' .
Examples of infangible heritage are oral traditions, performing
arts, local knowledge, and traditional skills.

» Tangible and intangible heritage require different approaches
for preservation and safeguarding, which has been one of the
main motivations driving the conception and ratification of the
2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage.



Tangible cultural heritage

= Tangible cultural heritage refers to things that we can store or
physically touch. Examples of tangible cultural heritage include
traditional clothing, tools, buildings, artwork, monuments, and
modes of fransportation. Intfangible cultural heritage refers 1o
things that are not physical items but exist intellectually.

*»The term tangible heritage refers in general to all the material
traces such as archaeological sites, historical monuments,
artfifacts, and objects that are significant to a community, A

nation, or/and humanity.




World Heritage

* World Heritage is the designation for places on Earth that
are of outstanding universal value to humanity and as
such, have been inscribed on the World Heritage List fo be
protected for future generations to appreciate and enjoy.

* Places as diverse and unique as the Pyramids of Egypf,
the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, Galdpagos Islands in
Ecuador, the Taj Mahal in India, the Grand Canyon in the
USA, or the Acropolis in Greece are examples of the 1007
natural and cultural places inscribed on the World
Heritage






Rapa Nui, Chilli, Alhambra in Granada,
Spain, Machu PicE:hu_, Peru




World Heritage Sites

= World Heritage Sites are landmarks and areas with legal
protection by an intfernational convention administered
by UNESCO for having cultural, historical, or scientific
significance. The sites are judged to contain “cultural
and natural heritage around the world considered to be
of outstanding value to humanity.

» There are 42 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India. Out of
these, 34 are cultural, seven are natural, and one,
Khangchen dzonga National Park, also known as
Kanchenjunga Biosphere Reserve, is of mixed type. India
has the sixth-most sites worldwide.



How are world heritage sites selected

* To be selected, a World Heritage Site is nominated by their host
country and determined by the infernational committee to be
a unigue landmark which s geographically and historically
identifiable, having a special cultural or physical significance,
and be under a system of legal protection. For example, World
Heritage Sites might be ancient ruins or historical structures,
buildings, cities, deserts, forests, islands, lakes, monuments,
mountains or wilderness areas.

« As of July 2024, there are a total of 1,223 World Heritage Sites
located across 168 countries, of which 952 are cultural, 231 are
natural, and 40 are mixed properties.

o [taly Is_the country with the most sites; this is followed by China
with &7, and France 52 each, Spain comes next with 50 and
India has 42 sites.




Indian Architecture

= The history of Indian Architecture was shaped by the
history of the Indian sub-continent. Lot of foreign and
Ingenious influences.

= Urban civilisation tfraceable to 2500 B.C.
= Cities of Harappa, Mohenjo daro.
= Kushan Empire, Mauryan Empire, the Sunghas, Satvahanas

= Styles ranging from Hindu Temple to Islamic to Western
Classical Architecture



Ajanta Caves

= The Ajanta Caves in Maharashira were listed as a Cultural Heritage site in
1983. One of the first heritage site.

= These magnificent caves containing carvings that depict the life of
Buddha, and their carvings and sculptures are considered to be the
beglnnm% of classical Indian art. The 29 caves were excavated beginning
around 200 BC, but they were abandoned in AD 650 in favour of Ellora.

» The caves at Ajanta represent a collection of Buddhist art from two
periods.

o The first monuments date to the 2nd and 1st centuries BCE and were
created by the followers of Theravada Buddhism.

o Further monuments were added in the 5th and é6th centuries CE, during
the Vakataka dynasty, by the followers of Mahayana Buddhism.

= The monuments are masterpieces of Buddhist art and exerted strong
artistic influence in India and the broader region, especially in Java



Ajanta Caves




Ajanta Caves




Ajanta paintings

A glance at many paintings in
Ajanta caves and sculptures of
the early period will confirm
that earlier Indians wore
clothes which were unstitched.

The coming of Kushans, Sakas
and Parthenian brought In
stitched cloth to India.

India through the ages has
shown a remarkable capacity
for assimilation of ideas.

This has contributed to the
variety and richness of our
culture.




Ajanta Paintings




Ellora Caves

= The Ellora Caves are a UNESCO World Heritage Site in Aurangabad.
district, Maharashtrg, India (how renamed to Chhatrapati Sambhaiji
Nagar district) in 1983.

= [t Is one of the largest rock-cut Hindu temple cave complexes in the
world, with artwork dating from the period 600-1000 CE, also
iIncluding several Buddhist and Jain “caves’.

= The complex is a leading example of Indian rock-cut architecture,
and several are noft strictly "caves” in that they have no roof.

= Cave 16 features the largest single monolithic rock excavation in the
world, the Kailash temple, a chariot-shaped monument dedicated
to the god Shiva.

= The Kailash temple excavation also features sculptures depicting
various Hindu deities as well as relief panels summarizing the two
major Hindu epics.



Ellora Caves




Ellora Caves




Dravidian Style

* Found predominantly in southern India, Dravidian tfemple
architecture is characterized by precise geometry,
soaring towers (gopurams), and infricate sculptural
details.

* In the Dravidian style we have temples like,
the Meenakshi Temple in Madurai exemplity this style.



Dravidian Architecture ( 600 -1565 A.D.)

* This style of architecture is based on the influence of 7 kingdoms
In south India,namely:

1. The Pandyas(560-710 AD)

2. Pallavas(600-900 AD)
3.Cholas(848-1280 AD)

4. Rashtrakutas(753-973 AD)

5. Chalukyas(973-1180 AD)
6.Hoysalas(1100-1343 AD)

/. Vijayanagaras(1343-1565 AD)



Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram

" The Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram is a collection of 7th-
and 8th-century CE religious monuments in the coastal resort
town of Mahabalipuram, Tamil Nadu, and is a UNESCO World

Heritage Site since 1984.

" [t iIs on the Coromandel Coast of the Bay of Bengal, about 60
Kilometers (37 miles) south of Chennai.

" The monuments were built during the Pallava dynasty. Known as
the Seven Pagodas in many colonial-era publications, they are
also called the Mamallapuram temples or Mahabalipuram
temples in contemporary literature.



Mahabalipuram Temples
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Mahabalipuram Temples




Great Living Chola Temples

= This site comprises three Hindu temples built In the 11th

and 12th cenfuries under the Chola dynasty. They
represent some of the best examples of Dravidian
architecture of the Chola period.

= They are made of stone and decorated with stone and
poronze sculptures.

= |nitially, only the Brihadisvara Temple was listed as a World
Heritage Site in1987.

= Another temples, the Airavatesvara Temple was added in
2004, after which the site was renamed fo its current
name.




Brihadeeswara Temple

» Brihadeeshwara Temple, called
Rajargjesvaram by ifs builder,
and known locally as Thanjai
Periya Kovil  (lit. Thanjavur |g?
Temple') and Peruvudaiyar Kowvl,
Is a Shaivite Hindu temple built in
a Chola architectural style.

= [t is located on the south bank of
the ,Couver?/ river in Thanjavur,
Tamil Nadu, India

= Built by Chola emperor Ro'orcjrc |
between 1003 and 1010 CE, the
temple is a part of the UNESCQO pu=
World Heritage Site known as the
"Great Living Chola Temples®”. |




Features of Brihadeeswara temple

= This tfemple is 1000+ years old, and the temple tower is a whopping 216 feet high,
making it the tallest in the world.

= The most intriguing of the interesting facts about Brihadeeshwara Temple is that this

temple doesn’'t cast a shadow on the ground. Rather it is the genius of the engineers
who built this temple. Because the way the stones cascade in the structure of this
temple, it creates an illusion that the shadow of Brihadeeshwara temple never reaches
the ground

= No cement, soil or any other binding agent is used in the structure of Brihadeeshwara
Temple.

= The whole temple is built with strong inferlocking stones. Without the use of any
binding agents!

= Each painfing that we will come across in the Brihadeeshwara Temple is drawn using
natural colours. These are the colours from natural elements like flowers, spices, leaves
etc.



Airavatesvara temple complex

* The Airavatesvara temple complex, built by Rajaraja ll, af
Darasuram features a 24-m vimana and a stone image of
Shiva. The temples testity to the brilliant achievements of
the Chola in architecture, sculpture, painting and bronze

casting.

AIRAVATESVARA TEMPLE OF SHIVA

Actvrecsarsl Marve! Foom Chote peviod




Temples of Pattadakal

®" The rock-cut temples of Pattadakal,, Badami, Aihole and
Mahakuta are their most celebrated monuments.

= Two of the famous paintings at Ajanta cave no. 1, "The Temptation
of the Buddha" and "The Persian Embassy" are attributed to them.

" The temples at Aihole, Badami and Pattadakal are the largest,
earliest group of monuments which comprehensively
demonstrates the evolution in Hindu rock-cut and temple
architecture in India

=" They were included in 1987 as UNESCO World Cultural heritage
site.



Pattadakal and Aihole




Badami Caves




Rajput architecture

Rajput architecture represents different types of buildings, which
may broadly be classed either as religious or military. These
Include temples, forts, stepwells, gardens, and palaces. The forts
were specially built for defense and military purposes.

Some features of this architecture are
Buildings in the form of solid mass.

Trabeat style. Trabeate style architecture is a style where
windows, doors, roofs were made by placing a horizontal beam

across two vertical columns.
Flat, pyramidal and vaulted roof.
Drooping eaves supported by brackets.



tecture

Rajput Arch

Dilwara Temple, Mount Abu




Group of Monuments in Hampi

= This came in o UNESCO Cultural Heritage site in 1986.

= Haompi was the capital of the Vijayanagara Empire until its
abandonment after its sacking and pillaging by the Deccan
sultanates in 1565. For about 200 years, it was a prosperous multi-
cultural city that left several monuments in the Dravidian style as well
as the Indo-Islamic style. The remains include religious and secular
buildings and defensive structures. The Vitthala Temple is pictured.

-Amon% these, the Krishna temple complex, Narasimha, Ganesaq,

Hemakuta group of temples, Achyutaraya temple complex, Vitthala
temple complex, Pattabhirama temple complex, Lotus Mahal
complex, can be highlighted.

= A minor boundary modification of the site took place in 2012.
Between 1999 and 2006, the site was listed as endangered due to
risks posed by increased traffic and new constructions.



Hampi




Sri Virupaksha temple

» Virupaksha Temple is the 7th cen’rulr_Y Shiva temple in Haompi, Ceniral
Karnataka. Haompi is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

= The Virupakshi Temple in Mulbagal, situated in the Kolar district of
Karnatakaq, is a revered Hindu shrine dedicated to Lord Virupaksha, a form
of Lord Shiva. This ancient temple is steeped in rich history, boasting
magnificent architecture, vibrant celebrations,

= The temple is dedicated 1o Sri Virupaksha. The temple was built by Lakkan
Dandesha, a no?goka (chieftain) under the ruler Deva Raya I, also known
as Prauda Deva Raya of the Vijayanagara Empire.

= Virupaksha Temple complex is surrounded by three gopuras (towers). The
main tower, on the east is an |mposchg sfructure, 9 stories, 50 meters tall,
built in the fiffeenth_century. Eastern fower forms the main entrance to
Virupaksha Temple. Eastern tower has extensive craftsmanship on each of
its floors featuring hundreds of Hindu cT:ist and goddesses. The inverted
shadow of the main tower falls on a wall inside the temple.



Sri Virupaksha temple




Hindu Temple Architecture

The Nagara style of temple architecture was popular in northern India. In
northern India, it is common for the entire temple to be built on a stone
platform with a staircase leading to it.

Nlogoro temples feature curvilinear spires (shikharas) and square ground
plans.

Another unique feature is the lack of elaborate boundary walls or gates.
Garbhagriha is always under the tallest tfower.

There are many subdivisions in the Nagara temples, depending on the form
of Shikhara. Amalaka or Kalash installed in Shikhara is another distinguishing
feature of this form of temple style.

The Kandariya Mahadeva Temple in Madhya Pradesh is an example of
Nagara-style temple architecture.

Other examples of Nagara-style temples in India are the Sun Temple In
éorjcnrkjr the Sun Temple in Modhera, Gujarat, and the Ossian Temple In
ujarat,



Nagara Style Temples




Sun Temple Konark

= This femple bulit in Odhisa became a world cultural heritage site in 1984.

= This Hindu temple was built in the 13th century and is one of the finest
examples of Kalinga architecture.

= |t represents the chariot of the solar deity Surya: on the outer sides, it has 24
wheels carved of stone and richly decorated, being pulled by six horses.

= The legend or mystery tale goes that many devadasis used to spend the
m%h’r iNnside the temple halls before or after their performances. As a result,
when the Porfuguese sailors attacked the femple in an attempt to remove
the magnet, they collapsed the majority of the structure.ther decorative
motifs include lions, musicians, dancers, and erotic scenes

= This temple also has numerous carvings and a square mandapa is overlain
by a sapta-ratha. The sanctum of this Surya temple features a Natargja.
Other deities In the interior include a damaged Surya holding a lotus,
along with Agni, Varuna, Vishnu, and Vayu.



Konark Sun Temple




Khajuraho Group of Monuments

» This became a world Heritage site in 1986.

= This site comprises 23 temples, both Hindu and Jain, that
were built in the 10th and 11th centuries, during
the Chandela dynasty.

= The temples are built in the Nagara style.

» They are richly decorated with stone carvings and
sculptures that depict sacred and secular motifs, including
depictions of domestic life, musicians, dancers, and
amorous couples.




ajuraho
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Khajuraho




Rani Ki Vav

. Erokﬁs been listed as one of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India since

« Rani Ki Vav_ (The Queen's Stepwell) is a stepwell situated in the town of
Patan in Gujarat, India. It is located on the banks of the Saraswati River.

 |ts construction is atfributed to Udayamati, the spouse of the 11th-century
Chaulukya klngl Bhima [. Silted over, It was rediscovered in the 1940s and
restored in the 1980s by the Archaeological Survey of India.

« Rani-ki-Vav is one of the finest examples of a stepwell, an elaborate type
of well where groundwater is accessed through several levels of stairs.

It has seven levels, each decorated with stone carvings and sculptures
depicting religious and secular themes and literary works. After the
change In the river course in the 13th century, it was no longer in use and
got covered with silt, which allowed for its preservation.



Rani Ki Vav
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Indo-Islamic Architecture

* Divided into two, Sultanate and Mughal

 Sultanate Architecture: The Delhi Sultanate marked the
peginning of Indo-Islamic architecture in India.

* It blended Indian and Islamic elements, resulting in structures
ike the Qutub Minar and the Alai Darwaza.

* Mughal Architecture: The Mughal era witnessed the zenith of
Indo-Islamic architecture. The Taj Mahal, a sublime marble
mausoleum in Agra, stands as an iconic masterpiece




Foreign Influence

* |Islam Was Founded In Arabia

* Two Forms Of Production In Arabia — The Predominantly Pastoral
Nomads Or Bedouins Of North And Central Arabia & The Farming
Communities Of South Arabia (Modern Yemen)

* The Islamic Religion Itself
* Byzantine Empire

* South Arabian Societies

* Sassanian Empire



Bedouin




The Kaaba
Il l; t’ d




Arcuate




Mirhab




Minar




Cairo Mosque




Main Features Sultanate Architecture

Use Of Red Sandstone And Marble

» The architecture of the Delhi Sultfanate was characterized by the use of
red sandstone and marble. Red sandstone was used for the construction
of walls, domes, and minarets. Marble was used for infricate carvings and
calligraphy. Also, the Taj Mahal is built of marble.

Infricate Carvings And Calligraphy

« Delhi Sultanate Architecture was known for its infricate carvings and
calligraphy. Such arts were used to decorate buildings and convey
religious messages. The calligraphy was usually in Arabic, while the
carvings often depicted Islamic motifs and designs.

Fusion Of Islamic And Indian Elements

« Delhi Sultanate Architecture was a fusion of Islamic and Indian elements,
reflecting the cultural diversity of the region, While Islamic elements such
as arches, domes, and minarets were prominent, Indian elements such as
chhatris and jharokhas were also incorporated.



Early Islamic structures

* The complex comprises several
early Islamic India monuments
from the 13th and 14th cenfuries
when the Delhi Sultanate
established power there.

« They include the Qutb Minar, a
/2.5 m (238 ft)-high minaret
(pictured), the Alai Darwaza

ateway, the Quwwat-ul-Islam
osque.

» Several stone pillars from
previous Hindu temples were
repurposed, the Iron pillar, and
several fomlbs and ofher
monuments







Mughal Architecture

» The Mughal era withessed the zenith of Indo-Islamic architecture.

= The characteristics that distinguish a work of architecture from
ofther built structures are

»>the suitability of the work to use by human beings in general and
the adaptability of it to particular human activifies,

»>the stability and permanence of the work's construction, and
»the communication of experience

= Large halls.

= Very large vaulted gateways.

= Delicate ornamentation.

= Bulbous domes.

= Slender Minarets with cupolas at the 4 corners.



Agra Fort

= [t became a cultural heritage site
iNn 1983

= Agra Fort iIs a 1éth-cenfury .
Mughal imperial fortress in Aqro. G
It goft its present layout under The
Emperor Akbar.

= The complex contains several @
alaces , audience halls, and
WO MOSQUES.

= Stylistically, it is one of the high
points of  Indo-Islamic
architecture, with influences of
Persian and Timurid architecture




Fatehpur Sikri

» For about a decade in the
second half of the 16th century
Fatehpur Sikri was the capital of
the Mughal Empire under
Emperor Akbar, unftil the capital
was moved to Lahore in 1585
and the city was mostly
abandoned.

= The site comprises a large
collection of monuments and
temples in the Mughal style,
such as the Jama Masjid (the
801e to the mosque, the Buland
9,

arwaza, the Panch Mahal
alace, and the Tomb of Salim
Chishfi
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Taj Mahal

= The Taj Mahal is considered the
finest "example of Indo-Islamic
architecture. It was built in Agra on
the bank of the Yamuna river as a
mausoleum of Mumtaz Mahal, the
Persian wife of the Mughal
emperor Shah Jahan, between
1631 and 1648.

= |t was designed by Ustad Ahmad
Lahori and™ built iIn white marble
inlaid with precious and semi-
precious stones.

= The tomb is surrounded by four

free-standing =~ minarets. The
complex also includes the main
gate, a mosque, a guesthouse,
and surrounding gardens.




Architectural features

* It was constructed using white
marble.

* |t has a rectangular base
having minarets on all four
corners.

« The gates have arches.

* It has a big dome with lotus
motif on IfS top.

* The walls are adorned with
carvings of verses from the
Quran. It has a variety of
beautiful floral patterns.

* The Taj changes its colour three
times a day. The Taj Mahal seems
pink in the morning and milky white
In the evening and golden in the
moonlight.

* In the centre of the Taj Mahal are the

tombs of both Shah Jahan and
Mumtaz Mahal. More than 22,000

labourers worked in the construction
of the Taj Mahal.



Pietra dura or inlay
work in the Tajmahal




Eastern Architecture
Ahom Dynasty

The Ahom dynasty ruled the Ahom
Kingdom in Assam, India from 1228 to
1826, a

Ahom architecture is known for its unique
blend of indigenous and Hindu-Buddhist
influences, and its use of locally-sourced
materials and tfechniques.

Ahom architecture is made from a variety
of materials, including bricks, stones,
wood, burnt earth, and locally-grown
materials like molasses and duck eggs.

Ahom architecture features intricate
designs and motifs, with walls, pillars, and
ceilings decorated with ornate carvings.
The walls often depict a variety of
subjects, including flowers, leaves,
animals, gods and goddesses, and
prominent people.




Colonial Architecture

= During the British colonial
oeriod, European styles including
Neoclassical, Gothic Revival, and

Barogue became prevalent
across India.

» The amalgamation of Indo-Islamic
and European styles led to a new
style, known as the Indo-
Saracenic style.




Features of Colonial Style

« Elements of the colonial
style would include a stron
central axis where the front door
was placed, symmetrical plans
with columnar, tfemple-like
porficos, and decorafive cornices
and architraves.” Starting in the
late 19th century, colonial-style
architecture saw a resurgence

« Symmetrical facades, chimney,
shuttered windows, and
columns/pilasters were common
features that could be found in
British colonial architecture.




Modern Architecture

= Post-Independence: After India gained independence,
architects embraced modernism while still drawing
INnspiration from fraditional Vastu Shastra principles].

=lLe Corbusier: The Swiss-French architect Le Corbusier’s
design of Chandigarh influenced modernist architecture
In India during the 20th cenfuryl.

= |n summary, Indian architecture is a vibrant mosaic,
reflecting centuries of creativity, spirituality, and cultural
exchange. From ancient temples to contemporary
stfructures, it contfinues to evolve, leaving an indelible mark
on the landscape of India.




Churches and Convents of Goa

* Became a UNESCO world heritage site in 1986.

* Old Goa was the capital of Portuguese India, a colony that lasted
for 450 years until 1961. The site comprises seven churches and
convents that were built in the 16th and 17th centuries in the
Gothic, Manueline, Mannerist, and Baroque styles, but which were
also adapted to suit local techniques and resources. They spread
architectural influences to Asian countries where Catholic
missions were established. The Basilica of Bom Jesus, where
Saint Francis Xavier is buried, is pictured






Victorian Gothic and Art deco Ensembles of
Mumbai

* This site comprises two assemblies
of buildings in Mumbai from
the British Empire era.

* Public buildings in the Victorian
Gothic style from the second half of
the 19th century adapted Gothic
Revival elements for the Indian
climate, introducing features such
as balconies and verandas.

* The Bombay Hli Court building is
important. The Art Deco buildings
date to the early 20th century and
include cinema halls and apartment
building




Le Corbusier

* The Franco-Swiss architect Le
Corbusier, was an important
representative of the 20th-
century Modernist movement,
which introduced new
architectural technigues to
meet the needs of the
changing society.

 The Chandigarh Capitol
Complex is listed in India. It is the
central part of the city of .
Chandigarh and is designed in
line with the principles o
a radiant city. The Palace of
Assembly is pictured.




Conclusions

Indian architecture is a vibrant and evolving field that continues to inspire and
influence. It stands as a festament to the country’s rich cultural legacy and ifs
ability to adapt and innovate through the ages.

Indian architecture is rooted in the history, culture, and religion of India. Among
several architectural styles and traditions, the best-known include the many
varieties of Hindu temple architecture and Indo-Islamic architecture,
especially Rajput architecture, Mughal architecfure, South Indian architecture,
and Indo-Sardacenic architecture. Early Indian architecture was made from wood,
which did not survive due to rofting and instability in the structures. Instead, the
earliest existing architecture are made with Indian rock-cut architecture, including
many Buddhist, Hindu, and Jain temples.

The Hindu temple architecture is divided into the Dravidian style of southern
India and the Nagara style of northern India, with other regional styles. Housing
styles also vary between regions, depending on climate.

The first major Islamic kingdom in India was the Delhi Sultanate, which led to the
development of Indo-Islamic architecture, combining Indian and Islamic features.
The rule of the Mughal Empire, when Mughal architeCture evolved, is regarded as
the zenith of Indo-Islamic architecture, with the Taj Mahal being the high point of
their cﬂon’rnbu’rlon. Indo-Islamic architecture influenced the Rajput and Sikh styles
as well.



Conclusions

= During the British colonial period, European styles
including Neoclassical, Gothic Revival, and Baroque became
prevalent across India.

» The amalgamation of Indo-Islamic and European styles led to a new
style, known as the Indo-Saracenic style.

= After Indid’s independence, modernist ideas spread among Indian
architects as a way of progressing from the colonial culture. Le
Corbusier - who designed the city of Chandigarh - influenced a
generation of architects towards modernism in the 20th century.

= The economic reforms of 1991 further bolstered the urban
architecture of India as the country became more infegrated with
the world's economy. Traditional Vastu Shastra remains influential in
India’s architecture in the contemporary era.



Why should we take pride in Indian
Architecture

Rich History and Diversity: Indian architecture encompasses a vast r,cmg[e of styles,
from ancient times to modern day. Each region has its unique architectural
traditions influenced by various cultures, religions, and historical periods.

Timeless Monuments: India is home to some of the world’s most iconic structures,
such as the Ta] Mahal, Qutub Minar, and Konark Sun Temple. These monuments are
not only archifectural marvels but also UNESCO World Heritage Sites, recognized for
their historical significance and beauty.

Innovative Engineering; Ancient Indian architects employed advanced engineering
techniques. For example, the step wells of Gujarat demonstrate sophisticated water
management systems, and the Iron Pillar of Delhi showcases metallurgical skill that
has resisted rust for centuries.

Cultural Fusion: Indian architecture often reflects a blend of different cultural
influences. The Mughal architecture, for instance, is a fusion of Islamic, Persian, and
Isrjlgljon styles, resulting in stunning structures like the Humayun's Tomb and Fatehpur
ikri.
Symbolism and Aesthetics: Many Indian structures are rich in symbolism, with
intricate carvings, sculptures, and frescoes depicting myths, deities, and historical
events. Temples like those in Khajuraho and Hampi are renowned for their elaborate
and artistic craftsmanship.



Indian Architecture- Our Pride

« Sustainable Practices: Traditional Indian architecture offen employs eco-
friendly and sustainable practices. The use of locally sourced materials,
natural ventilation systems, and courtyard designs highlight an inherent
respect for nature and the environment.

 Urban Planning: Historical cities like Jaipur and Mohenjo-Daro showcase
early examples of sophisticated urban planning. Jaipur, known as the Pink
City, was one of the first planned cities In India, with a grid layout and
advanced infrastructure.

« Spiritual Significance: Many architectural works in India are deeply
iIntertwined with spirifuality and rellgrglon. Temples, mosques, churches, and
monasteries across the country not only serve as places of worship but also
as cultural and community centers.

« Continving Legacy: Contemporary Indian architects continue to draw
inspiration from traditional styles while incorporating modern techniques
and materials. This blend of old and new keeps the architectural heritage
of India alive and evolving.



Thank you
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